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PRONG: 


The tractate Pirke Abot is a collection of moral and ethical 
sayings by some of the most prominent Jewish teachers who 
flourished from the third century B.C.!:. to the third cen- 
tury C.T. The first five chapters are placed, for one reason 
or another, at the end of the fifth order of the Mishnah en- 
titled Newkin (“ Damages”). Owing to its fascmating con- 
tents and moral tone, it has enjoyed great popularity, and 1s 
one of the most widely 1ead books produced by the Jewish 
genius. «As early as the gaonic period it was incorporated, 
together with the sixth chapter, into the liturgy, and in 
some congregations one chapter is read every Sabbath 
afternoon during the summer Different rites obtain in the 
various Coinmunities 

A careful analysis of the contents of this tractate shows 
that the various sections are of a heterogeneous character 
Chapter I deals with the continuity of the chain of Jewish 
tradition from \Joses to Simon ben Gamaliel TT. In this 
list the name of Rabban Gamalel IT has heen omitted. The 
beginning of the second chapter adds two more names’ Rabbi, 
the redactor of the Mishnah, and his son Rabban Gamialtel. 
This 1s followed by a few sayings by Hillel. Then comes a 
description of Rabban Johanan ben Zaccai and his five 
disciples Jn each case, whenever the name of a teacher 1s 
mentioned, some of his pithy sayings are quoted. This chapter 
ends with a few sayines by Rabbi Tarfon In the third and 
fourth chapters the sayings of the teachers are quoted without 
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any regard to chronological sequence. The filth chapter 
is practically anonymous, and a different method may be ob- 
served therein: the collector grouped most of the sayings 
under the numbers J0, 7, and 4. 

The Hebrew vext of this volume is based upon the best 
editions of the Talmud and the prayer-books, notably that of 
Simeon Singer’s Authorized Daily Prayer Book, Ina popu- 
lar edition there is no room for variants and the intricate 
problems of textual criticism. This classic is therefore pre- 
sented in the form it has been known to the people for cen- 
turies. The vocalization, however, has been carefully revised 
by Dr. B. Halper, of the Dropsie College, in accordance with 
the present knowledge of the grammar of the Mishnah. The 
same scholar has revised and improved the English transla- 
tion which is based on the various existing translations. 
Wherever necessary, new interpretations have been intro- 
duced. The Yiddish translation is from the pen of ee 
the celebrated Yiddish scholar and poet. 

This volume has been artistically put into type by Mr. 
Moses Alperovich, formerly chief compositor of the famous 
Romm Press in Vilna. It will be observed that an effort has 
been made to imitate the pages of the Talmud where the 
text 1s sttrrounded by the commentaries of Rashi and the 
Tosafists. 

It has been deemed advisable to add, at the end of the 
volume, short biographical sketches of the Tannaim who are 
mentioned in the text, which, it 1s hoped, will prove useful 
to students. 
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wherein I 


shall have a portion 


in the world to come, as it 1s said: 


“And 
are all righteous, 
they shall 
the land for ever; 
the branch of My 
planting, the work 
of My hands, 


thy people 


inherit 


glory.” 
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1. Moses received the Torah on Sinai, 
and handed it down to Joshua; Joshua 
to the elders; the elders to the prophets; 


and the prophets 
handed it down tothe 
men of the Great 
They 
said three things : 


Synagogue. 


Be deliberate in judg- 
ment; raise up many 
disciples, and make 
a fence round the 
Torah. 

2. Simon the Just 
was one of the last 
of the Great Syna- 
gogue. He was wont 


to say: Upon three 


things the world 
exists' upon the 
Torah, upon the 


temple service, and 
upon the practice of 
charity. 

3. Antigonos of 
Socho received the 
tradition from Simon 


the Just. He was 


Mae opp 


Mom) o2De MYA Sap 
pr yen pwnd 
DN a3 oN) Dupn 
pap waNd =o MoD 
nwow sex on .ndoan 
PID OBA wn. OMT 
naan open stpym 
| STM YO Aw 
mn psn pypyw .2 
sin dition Aos> wer 
myoweoy | IN on 
OD THY oy on3t 
oy ntiayn oy munn 
soton mid) 


NIT. DTT YOwWe DP 1Diw WN DIININ.2 


nm 


pre 


PEP AVN “A PANTY] yan Aw | 
WWYYAPAPAYIN TP VNA PN 3D INI 
“| ;yoowdy “Is yor, /ywin 


JOS yy ypopydy 
D°N’S) “TON 
-YIVIWIN Y IPINA 
PD Wyo sw jysa 
AONN™N WO Ys 
“ys yyaxm vr oad 
2}YONT YTD DIN 
“3 yyox>dy27 pt 
HN DOpy EWN 
Bx ,ovTESn DN 
DIN ONSN YOND 
Tn oy 
Pas Wi yay .2 
"| TH yyyya Ts 
“IT Wp prersy> 
AY NSN YD 
TN osypanr waydp 
ynyyw jpyaxr wy 
ys — wdsyn os 
“TANS NN poy 
DN PR ,OX TyI 
. DY) IND 
ND pwrwIN .3 
-YXIYDS DN Iv 
Dy pyew pp irr 
Dyob WW =. psy 


Ws) 


TYIY**. ON POysp Ny BD ON = pyaNr 
PION WIMP wD 
2 INT BY Typ ONT) Ways “11 sy 


NI 


YMOR PIMP woos 


R10 "ONT OTN 
ANN Pt DN: Nw 


17 Apt cor 4 
WITS PH ,Wyy pp 
PD WN WT Dy NS 
ovr Np ny 
POUPIIYIN IAN 
or =) pL SD) 
2DINt Wy PP wm 
yy Ost om ops 
SND DON-2PONT RR 
oT ek Sebo St 
yysoxr pr poly 
pp mw ppt TN 
PPS DD pays 
DUNT DM DP 
yo wy yoy 


mrt yt soi .5 

JOU ND TN Pp 
Seep por Ts ENT 
pyr ony wy 
YOPIN PNR  ,DINd 
poet er pox pe? 
SVT PIN Wyss 
7 pi Sy p B5 
DIRTYS TN ONT) 33} 


MAN “DID 
28 BY 


OoTIVD ION 
“OY JANN Owen 
WO NPR .DIB 2Ep? Nye 
“nk DWPYen oTap2 
22p? nyenoy NOY sn 
DY NWP oN LOT 
so5°y 
BAS UUATD DI .4 
Us jena (OM ATS 
‘py Jon wap opyAn 
JS TTS ws aye y2 
msn? Iw} m3 ym 
pres] WBYa PAX mim 
“AX NPI oo mim 
DAMA 
VN PIMPTTD WIT 65 
WS My IN Dow 
may pa mm? mn 
main ox) . ama aS 


JAYNE WAM OD my 
UIN 


pw 4 


wont to say. Be not hike servants who 
minister to their master with the 


view to receive recompense, but be like 


servants who minis- 
ter to their master 
without a view to 
recelve recompense; 
and let the fear of 


Heaven be upon you 


4. Jose the son of 
Joezer, of Zeredah, 
and Jose the son of 
Johanan, of Jeru- 
salem, received the 
tradition from the 
preceding Jose the 
son of Joezer, of 
Zeredah, said: Let 
thy house be a meet- 
ing-place for the 
roll thyself 

dust of 
then feet, and drink 


with 


wise, 

in the 
ther words 
thirst. 


5. Jose the son of 
Johanan, of Jerus- 
alem, said: Let thy 
house be open wide; 


let the poor be 


members of thy household, and cngage not in much gossip with women. 


3 Nw 


(This applies even to one’s own wife, 
how much more then to the wife of 


one’s neighbor, Hence the sages say. 


Whoso engages in 
much gossip with 
women brings evil 
upon himself, desists 
from the study of 
the Torah, and will 
m the end inherit 


Gehenna ) 


6 Joshua the son 
of Perahiah 
Nitta: the Arbelite 


received the tradi- 


and 


tion from the preced- 
ing Joshua the son 
of Perahiah 
thyself a 


said - 
"Provide 
teacher, and get thee 
an associate, and 
judge all men in the 


scale of merit. 


7 Nitta: the 
Arbelite said: Keep 
thee far from a bad 
neighbor, associate 
not with the wicked, 


and despair not of 


8. Judah the son of Tabbat and 
Simon the son of Shetah recetved the 
tradition from the preceding Judah 
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the son of Tabba: said: Be not like 
those who prepare the suits; when the 
litigants stand before thee, let them be 


in thine eyes as 
guilty, but when they 
are departed from 
before thee, let them 
be in thine eyes as 
righteous, the verdict 
having been acqui- 
esced in by them. 


9. Simon the son 
of Shetah said: Be 
very searching in the 
examining of witnes- 
ses, and be guarded 
in thy words, lest 
through them they 


learn to lie. 


10. Shemaiah and 
Abtalion 


the tradition from 


received 


the preceding. 
Shemaiah said: Love 
labor, hate lordship, 
and seek no intimacy 
with those in au- 
thority. 


1]. Abtalion 


said: Ye sages, be guarded in your 


the penalty 


ts PWR 


of exile and be exiled to a place of evil 
waters, and the disciples who come after 
you drink thereof and die, and the 


Name of Heaven be 


profaned. 
12. Hillel and 
Shamma: received 


the tradition from 
the preceding. Hillel 
Be of the 


disciples of Aaron, 


said: 
loving peace and 
pursuing peace, lov- 
ing thy fellow-crea- 
tures, and bringing 
them nigh to the 
Torah. 


13. He was wont 
to say: A name 
made great is a name 
destroyed, he who 
does not increase his 
knowledge decreases 
it, and he who does 
not study deserves 
to die, and he who 


makes worldly use 


of the crown of the Torah shal] perish. 


14 He was wont to say: If I am not 
for myself, who will be for me? And being 
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for my own self, what am I? And if not 


15. Shammai said: Fix a period for 


thy study of the 
Torah, say little and 
do much; and re- 


ceive all men with 


a pleasant coun. 
tenance. 
16 Rabban 


Gamaliel said: Pro- 
vide thyself a teach- 
er, and be quit of 
doubt, and accustom 
not thyself to give 
tithes by 


tion 


estima-~ 


17. Simon his 
son said: All my 
days I have grown 
up amongst the wise, 
and | 
found aught better 
than 


have not 


for a man 
silence; not learning 
but doing 1s the 
chief 


whoso. multiplies 


thing, and 


words occasions sin. 


18. Rabban Simon 


the sonof Gamaliel said: On three things 
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Rabbi Hanama the son of Akashia 
said. The Holy One, blessed be He, was 


pleased tomake I sra- 
el meritorious, where- 
fore he gave them 
a great Torah and 
many command. 
ments, as it is said: 


“The 
pleased for His right- 


Lord was 


eousness’ sake, to make the Torah great 
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shall have a portion 


in the world to come, as it is said: 


“And 
are all righteous, 
they shall 
the land for ever, 
the branch of My 
planting, the work 
of My hands, 
glory.” 


thy people 


inherit 
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three things, 
thou wilt 


sion 
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and 
not 
come to commit 
a transgression. 
Know what 1s above 
thee—a seeing cye, 


and a hearing ear, 


and all thy deeds written 1 a book 
2.Rabban Gamaliel the son of Rabbi 
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me 
of his need 


4. He was wont to say 
will as af it were thy will, that He 
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them both makes sin to be forgotten. 
All study of the Torah without work 


must fail at length and occasion sin. 


Let all who occupy 
themselves with the 
congregation act 
with them in the 
name of Heaven, for 
then the merit of 
their fathers sustains 
their 


righteousness _—en- 


them, and 


dures for ever. ‘‘And 
as for you,” (God 
will then say,) “I 
account you worthy 
of great reward, as 
if you had wrought 


it all yourselves.” 


3. Be 


with those in author- 


cautious 


ity; for they suffer 
no man to draw 
near them except for 
their own interests; 
they appear asfriends 
when it is to their 


own advantage, but 


they stand not by a man in the hour 


Do His 
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may do thy will as if it were His 
Annul thy will before His will, 
that He may annul the will of others 


will. 


before thy will. 


5 Hillel 
Separate not thyself 


sald. 


from the congrega- 
trust not in 
thyself until the day 
of thy death; judge 
not thy fellow until 


tion, 


thou art come into 
his place, and say 
not anything which 
cannot be under- 
stood at once, in the 
hope that it will be 
understood in the 
end; neither say: 
“When [ have leisure 
I wall study,”’ per- 
chance thou wilt 


have no leisure. 


6. He was wont to 
say: An empty- 
headed man cannot 
be sin-fearing, nor 
can an ignorant per- 


son be pious, nor 


can a shame-faced man learn, nor a 
passionate man teach, nor can one who 


is engaged overmuch in business grow 
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In a place where there axe no 
men, endeavor to he a man 


7 He once saw a skull floating on the 


face of the water,and 
said to it’ “Because 
thou drownedst oth- 
ers, they have 
drowned thee, and 
in: the vend they 
that drowned thee 
shall themselves be 


drowned.” 


8. He was wont to 
say’ The more flesh, 
the more worms, the 
more treasures, the 
more care, the more 
women, the more 
witchcraft, the more 
mald-servants, the 
more lewdness, the 
more men-servants, 
the more robbery; 
—the more Torah, 
the more life; the 
more schooling, the 
more wisdom, the 
more counsel, the 


more understanding, 


the more charity,the more peace-He who 
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has acquired a good name, has acquired 
it for himself; he who has acquired for 


himself words of Torah, has acquired 


for himself the life 
of the 


come, 


world to 


9 Rabban Johanan 
the son of Zaccai re- 
ceived the tradition 
from Hillel 


He was 


and 
Shamma. 
wont to say. If thou 
hast 


Torah, ascribe not 


Jearnt much 
any merit to thyself, 
for thereunto wast 


thou created. 


10. Rabban Joha- 
nan the son of Zaccai 
had five discaples, and 
these are they Rabbi 
Eliezer the son of 
Hyrcanus, Rabbi Jo- 
shua the son of Han- 


aniah, Rabbi Jose 


the Priest, Rabb: Simon 
and Rabbi 


of Nathaniel, 
the son of Arak. 


1}. He was 


their praise: Elezer the son of Hyrcanus is a cemented cistern, 


wont 
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loses not a drop; 


man should cleave 
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Joshua the son of 


Hananiah—happy 1s she that bore him, 


Jose the Priest is a pious man; Simon 


the son of Nathaniel 
is a fearer of sin, 
Eleazar the son of 
Arak is ke a well- 
ing spring. 

12. He was wont 
If all the 


sages of Israel were 


to say. 


in one scale of the 
balance, and Eliezer 
the son of Hyrcanus 
in the other, he 
would outweigh them 
all. Abba Saul said 
If all 


the sages of Israel 


in his name: 


were in one scale of 
the balance, Eliezer 
the son of Hyrcanus 
being also with them, 
and Eleazar the son 
of Arak in the 
other scale, he would 
outweigh them all. 
13. He said to 
them: Go forth and 


see which is the good way to which a 


R, Ehezer said: 


19 sy MAS "py p{p 
A good eye; R. Joshua said. A good 37 .INN WIN snp. WON wy 
friend; R. Jose said, A good neigh- 39 WON WS : DINTYI ONT yen 


bor; R. Simon said: One who fore» “39 .JOw YOUN - DINty] DAM cor 


sees what 18 yet to 
be; R. Eleazar said: 
A good heart. There- 
upon he said to 
them’ I approve the 
words of Eleazar the 
son of Arak rather 
than your words, 
for in his words yours 


are included. 


14. He said to 
them. Go forth and 
see which 1s the evil 
way that a man 
should shun. R, 
Ehezer said. An evil 
eye, R. Joshua said; 
A bad frend, R. 
Jose said- A bad 
neighbor, R. Simon 
said: One who bor- 
rows and repays not 
—it 1s the same 
whether one borrows 
from man or from 
God, as it as said. 


“The wicked borroweth, and payeth 
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16.R. Joshua said: The evil eye, 
the evil inclination, and hatred of his 


fellow-creatures put a man out of 


the world. 

17, R Jose said: 
Let the property of 
thy friend be as 
precious to thee as 
thine own, set thy- 
self to study 
the Torah, for the 
knowledge thereof is 
not an heirloom unto 
thee; and let all thy 
deeds be done in the 


name of Heaven. 


18. R. Simon said: 
Be careful toread the 
Shema‘ and Eighteen 
Benedictions, and 
when thou prayest, 
regard not thy prayer 
as an ordinance, but 
as an appeal for 
mercy and grace be- 
fore God, as it is said: 
“For He 1s gracious 
and compassionate, 
long-suffering, and 
abundant in mercy, 
and repenteth Him 
of the evil; and 


be not wicked in thine own esteem. 
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19. R. Eleazar said: Be diligent in the 
study of the Torah, and know what an- 


swer to give to the unbeliever; know 


also before whom 
thou toilest, and who 
thy Master is, who 
will pay thee the 
reward of thy labor. 

20. Rabbi Tarfon 
The day is 
short, and the work 
is great, and the 


said: 


workmen are slug- 
gish, and the reward » 
1s much, and the 
Master of the house 
is urgent- 

21. He was wont 
also to say: It 1s not 
for thee to complete 
the work, but neither 
art thou free to de- 
sist from it, if thou 
hast studied much 
Torah, much reward 
will be given thee, 
and faithful is the 
Master of thy work 
to pay thee the re. 
ward of thy labor; 
and know that the 


grant of reward unto 


the righteous will be in the time to come. 


Rabb: Hanania the son of Akashia 
said: The Holy One, blessed be He, was 


pleased tomake Isra- 
el meritorious, where- 
fore he gave them 
a great Torah and 
many  command- 
ments, as it is said: 


“The 
pleased for His nght- 


Lord was 


eousness’ sake, to make the Torah great 


and glorious.” 
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wherein I 


shall have a portion 


in the world to come, as it is said: 


“And 


are 


thy people 
all mghteous, 
they shall imherit 
the land for ever; 
the branch of My 
planting, the work 
of My hands, 


glory.” 
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]. Akabia the son of Mahalalel 


said: 


and thou wilt not come to commit 


atransgression Know 
whence thou camest, 
and whither thou art 
going, and_ before 
whom thou art about 
to give account and 
Whence 


thou camest:—from 


reckoning. 


a noisome drop; 
whither thou art go- 
ing:—to a place of 
dust,worms, and mag- 
gots, and before 
whom thou art about 
to give account and 
reckoning: — before 
the Supreme King 
of kings, the Holy 
One, blessed be He. 

2. R. Hanina, the 
vice-high priest, said: 
Pray for the welfare 
of the government, 
since but for the fear 
thereof men would 
swallow each other 


alive. 


3. R. Hanania the son of Teradion 


Reflect upon 
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three things, 
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interchanging words of the Torah 
they are a session of scornful, as 
it is said. “Nor sat in the seat of the — 


but two 
that sit together and 


scornful,” 


interchange words of 
the Torah, the Divine 
Presence abides be- 
tween them; as itt 
is said: “Then they 
that feared the Lord 
spoke one with 
another; and the 
Lord hearkened and 
heard, and a book 
of remembrance was 
writter, before Fem, 
for them that feared 
the Lord, and that 
thought upon His 
Now, this 


verse refers to two 


name.” 
persons; whence 
do we know that 
if even one per- 
son diligently occus 
pies himself with the 


Torah, the Holy One, blessed be He, 
appoints unto him a reward? It 1s 
said’ “Though he sit alone, and meditate 
in. stillness, yet he taketh it (the re- 


ward) upon him.” 


29 why 


4, R. Simon said: Three that have 
eaten at a table, and have spoken there 


no woids of the Torah, are as though 


they had eaten of 
sacrifices to the dead 
idols, as it 1s said: 
“For all their tables 
are full of filthy 
vomit, God not being 
in their midst.” 
But three that 
have eaten at a 
table, 
spoken there words 


and have 


of the Torah, are as 
though they had 
eaten at God’s table, 
“And 
he said unto me: 
This is the table 
that is before the 
Lord.”’ 

5. R. Hanina the 
son of Hakinai said 


as it 18 said: 


He who keeps awake 
at night, and he who 
is walking alone by 
the way, and turns 
his heart to idleness, 


forfeits his own life 
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the same applies to three? 
said: “In the midst of the judges 
He judgeth.” And whence do we 


Dp 30 


6. R. Nethunia the son of ha-Kanah 
said: Whoso receives upon himself the 
yoke of the Torah, from him the yoke of 


the kingdom and the 
yoke of worldly care 
will be removed; but 
whoso breaks off from 
him the yoke of the 
Torah, upon him will 
be laid the yoke of 
the kingdom and the 
yoke of worldly care. 

7. R. Halafta the 
son of Dosa, of the vil- 
lageof Hanania, said 
“When ten people sit 
together and occupy 
themselves with the 
Torah, the 


Presence abides a- 


Divine 


mong them, as it is 
said: ‘‘God standcth 
in the congregation 
of God.” And whence 
do we know that the 
same applies to five? 
Tt is said: “He hath 
founded His band 


upon the earth 
do we know _ that 
It 1s 


31 spy 


know that the same applies to two? It 
is said: “Then they that feared the 
Lord spoke one with another, and the 


Lord hearkened, and 
heard.’ And whence 
do we know that the 
same applies even to 
one? Itus said: “In 
every place where I 
cause My name to 
be mentioned I will 


come unto thee and 


I will bless thee” 


8. R Eleazar, of 
Bertota, said’ Give 
unto Him of what 
is His, for thou and 
thine are His, this 1s 
also expressed by 
David “For all 
things come of Thee, 
and of Thine own 


have we given Thee.” 


9 R. Jacob said. 
He who is walking 
by the way and 
studying, and breaks 
off his study and 


says. ‘How fine 1s 


that tree, how fine 1s that fallow!” him 
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Scripture regards as though he had 
forfeited his life. 
10. R. Dosta: the son of Yannai, in 


the name of R. Meir, 
"Whoso for- 


gets one word of his 


said, 


study, him Scripture 
regards as if he had 
forfeited his life, for 
itissaid “Only take 
heed to thyself, and 
keep thy soul dil- 
gently, lest thou for- 
get the things which 
thine eyes saw.” 
Now, it might be 
supposed that this 
applies even to a 
man whose study 
has been too hard for 
It as there- 
fore explicitly said: 
“And lest they de- 
part from thy heart 
all the days of thy 
life.” Thus, he for- 


feits not his life, un- 


him. 


less he deliberately 
removes those lessons 


from his heart. 


11, R. Hanina the son of Dosa said. 


He in whom the fear of sin precedes 
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wisdom, his wisdom 
but he in whom wisdom precedes 
the fear of sin, his wisdom will not 


endure. 


12. He was wont 
to say: He whose 
works exceed his wis- 
dom, his wisdom 
shall endure; but he 
whose wisdom ex- 
ceeds his works, his 
wisdom will not en- 


dure. 


13. He was wont 
He with 
whom the spirit of 


to say: 


men is pleased, the 
spirit of God is 
pleased; and he with 
whom the spirit of 
men 1s not pleased, 
the spirit of God is 


not pleased. 


14. R. Dosa the 
son of Horkinas said: 
Morning sleep, and 
midday wine, and 
children’s talk, and 
frequenting the as- 


sembly-houses of the 
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shall endure, 
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ignorant put a man out of the world. 
15, R. Eleazar ha-Modai said: He who 


profanes things sacred, and contemns 


the festivals, and 
puts his fellow-man 
to shame in public, 
and annuls the coy- 
enant of Abraham 
our father, and makes 
the Torah bear a 
meaning which is 
not according to 
the rule, such a one, 
even though knowl- 
edge of the Torah 
and good deeds be 
his, has no share in 


the world to come. 


16. R. Ishmael 
said: Be submissive 
to a superior, affable 
to a suppliant, and 
receive all men with 


cheerfulness. 


17,.R. Akiba said: 
Merriment and levity 
accustom a man to 
Tradition 
is a fence to the 


lewdness. 


Torah; tithes are a 


nin Wt DMS BRS NX PS AND 4 


on sero) 


fence to wealth, vows are a fence to ab- 


stinence; a fence to wisdom is silence. 
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18. He was wont to say: Beloved is 


man, for he was 
createa in God’s im- 
age, but 1 was by a 
special love that it 
was made known to 
him that he was 
created in God’s im- 
age, aS lt 18 said: 
‘For in the image of 
God made He man.” 
Beloved are Israel,for 
they were called chil- 
dren of God, but it 
was by a special love 
that it was made 
known to them that 
they were called chil- 
dren of God, as it is 
said: “Ye are the 
children of the Lord 
God.” —Be- 


loved are Isracl, for 


your 


unto them was given 


the desirable instru- 


ment, but it was by a special love that 


it was made known to them that the de- 


sirable 


world was created was given unto them, 


instrument wherewith the 
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as it is said. ‘For I give you good 
doctrine, forsake ye not My Law.” 
19, Everything 1s foreseen, yet freedom 


of choice is given, 


7 yInd and the world is 
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20. He was wont 


to say: Everything 


hand writes, and 


whosoever wishes to 
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21. R. Eleazar the son of Azariah 
said. Where there 1s no Torah, there 


1s no culture; where there 


culture, there is 


no Torah, where 
there 1s no wisdom, 
there is no fear of 
God; where there 1s 
no fear of God, there 
is no wisdom, where 
there 1s no knowl- 
edge, there is no dis- 
cernment; where 
there is no discern- 
ment, there 1$ no 
knowledge. where 
there is no meal, 
there is no Torah; 
where there is no 
Torah, there is no 


meal, 


22 He was wont 
to say: He whose 
wisdom exceeds lus 
deeds, to what is he 
hike? Toa tree whose 
branches are abun- 
dant, 


and the wind comes and uproots it 


and overturns it upon its face, as it is 
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when good cometh, 
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said: ‘‘And he shall be like a juniper- 
tree in the desert, and shall not see 


but shall inhabit 
the parched placesin 
the wilderness, a salt 
land and not im. 
habited.”” But he 
whose deeds ex- 
ceed his wisdom, 
to what is he 
hike? 


whose branches are 


To a_ tree 
scanty, but whose 
roots are abundant, 
so that even if all the 
winds in the world 
come and blow upon 
it, they cannot stir 
it from its place, as 
it is said; “And he 
shall be as a tree 
planted by the wat- 
ers, and that spread- 
eth out its roots by 
the river, and shall 
not see when heat 


cometh, but its foli- 


age shall be luxunant; and shall not 
be troubled in the year of drought, 
neither shall cease from yielding fruit.” 
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23, R. Eleazar Hisma said: The 


rules concerning the sacrifices of birds 


and the purification 
of women are the 
essentials of the laws; 
astronomy and geom- 
etry are the after- 


courses of wisdom, 
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Rabb: Hanamia the son of Akashia 
said: The Holy One, blessed be He, was 


pleased tomake Isra- 
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el meritorious, where- 
fore he gave them 
a great Torah and 
many command- 
ments, as it 1s said: 


“The 
pleased for His right- 


Lord was 


eousness’ sake, to make the Torah great 


“.Y.ODN7D and glorious.” 
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shall have a portion 


in the world to come, as it is said: 


“And 
are all righteous, 
they shall 
the land for ever; 
the branch of My 
planting, the work 
of My hands, 


thy people 


inherit 


glory.” 
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1. Ben Zoma said: Who 1s wise? He 
that learns from every man, as tt is 


said; ‘From all my teachers I got 


understanding.” Who 
is mighty? He that 
subdues his passions, 


‘He 


slow to 


as it 1s said: 
that 1s 
anger is better than 
the mighty; and he 
that ruleth his spirit 
than he that taketh 
a city” Who is 
rich? He who re- 
joices in his portion, 
as it is said: ‘When 
thou eatest the la- 
bour of thy hands, 
happy art thou, and 
it shall be well with 
thee,” 
thou in this world; 
and it shall be well 
with thee in the 
world to come, Who 
is honored? He that 
honors others, as it 


happy art 


is said: ‘For them that honour Me 
I will honour, and they that despise Me 
shall be lightly esteemed.” 
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2. Ben Azzai said: Hasten to do even 
a slight precept, and flee from transgres- 
sion; for precept leads to precept, and 


transgression leads to 
transgression; for the 
recompense of a 
precept is a precept, 
and the recompense 
of a transgression 


is a transgression. 


3. He was wont 
to say: Despise not 
any man, and carp 
not at any thing, 
for there is not a 
man that has not 
his hour, and there 
is not a thing that 


has not its place. 


4, R. Levitas, of 
Jabneh, said: Be 
exceedingly lowly of 
spirit, since the hope 
of man is but the 


worm. 


5. R. Johanan the 
son of Berokah said: 
Whosoever profanes 
the Name of Heaven 


be punished open- 


no distinction being drawn 


profaned 


TNAN “pre pqp 
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unwittingly or presumptuously. 
6. R. Ishmael his son said: He who 


learns in order to teach to him the 


means will be vouch- 
safed both to learn 
and to teach; but 
he who learns in 
order to practise, to 
him the means will 
be vouchsafed to 
learn and to teach, 
to observe and to 
practise. 

7. R. Zadok said: 
Seperate not thyself 
from the congrega- 
tion; and be not 
as those who pre- 
pare the suits; make 
not of the Torah a 
crown wherewith to 
magnify thyself, nor 
a spade wherewith 
And _ thus 


Hillel was want to 


to dig. 


say: He who makes 
worldly use of the 
crown of the Torah 
shall perish. Hence 


thou mayest infer that whosoever de- 
rives a profit for himself from the 
words of the Torah removes his life 


from the world, 
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1. R. Jonathan 
fulfils the Torah while he ts poor 
shall in the end fulfil it in the 


midst of wealth, and whoso neglects 


pp 46 


8. R. Jose said: Whose honors the 
Torah will himself be honored of men; 
and whoso dishonors the Torah will him- 


self be 


of men. 


dishonored 


9. R. Ishmael his 
son said: He who 
withdraws himself 
from judgement rids 
himself of enmity, 
robbery, and vain 
but he 


who haughtily lays 


swearing; 


down decisions 18 
foolish, wicked, and 


of an arrogant spirit. 


10. He was wont 
to say: Judge not 
alone, for none may 
judge alone save 
One; neither say to 
thy 


“Accept my _ opin- 


colleagues: 
ion; for they are 
free to choose, but 
thou art not. 


Whoso 


sald: 


47 89 


the Torah while he is rich shall in 
the end neglect it in the midst of 


poverty. 


12, R. Meir said. 
Lessen thy toil in 
business, and occupy 
thyself with the 
Torah; be humble 
of spirit before all 
men; if thou art 
idle in respect of 
the Torah, 
idle things will be 
before thee, but if 
thou toilest in the 
Torah, He has 


abundant 


many 


recome 


pense to give thee. 


13. R. Ehezer the 
son of Jacob said. 
He who 
precept 


does one 
gains for 
himself one advocate, 
and he who commits 
one __ transgression 
himself 


one accuser. Repent- 


gains for 


ance and good deeds 
shield 


against punishment. 


aré as a 


14. R. Johanan the 
said: Every assembly which 1s in the 
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Name of Heaven will in the end en- 
dure, but that which is not in the 
Name of Heaven will in the end not 


endure. 


15. R. Eleazar 
the son of Shammua 
said: Let the honor 
of thy disciple be as 
precious to thee as 
thine own, and the 
honor of thine as- 
sociate be like the 
fear of thy master, 
and the fear of thy 
master like the fear 


of Heaven, 


16. R. Judah said: 
Be cautious in teach- 
ing, for an error in 
teaching amounts 


to presumptuous sin. 


17. R. Simon said: 
three 


crowns: the crown 


There are 


of Torah, the crown 
of pniesthood, and 
the crown of king- 
dom; but the crown 
of a good name ex- 


cels them all. 


18. R. Nehora: said: Betake thyself 


toa home of the Torah, and say not 


49 wo7 


that the Torah will come after thee: 
for there thy associates will confirm 


it unto thee, and lean not upon 


thine own under- 


standing. 


19 R. Yannai 
said: It is not im 
our power to explain 
either the prosperity 
of the wicked or the 
afflictions of the 


righteous. 


20. R. Mattithiah 
the son of Heresh 
Be first in 


greeting every man; 


said: 


and be rather a tail 
to lions than a head 


to foxes. 


21. R. Jacob said: 
This world is like 
a vestibule before 
the world to come: 
prepare thyself in 
the vestibule, that 
thou mayest enter 
into the hall. 


22. He was wont 


to say: Fairer is one 


hour of repentance and good deeds in 
this world than all the hfe of the world 


MIAN *P 


JINN NID ny MONA 
Os) Ta mimp yan 
- 7 Tt { 3 

s]UWN ON FANS 


PN WIN WP DD 19 
mwa Nw XD sito 
SPIE MNO NP AN 

PAIN"]3 MINA D4 .20 
mow. DMP MIN “DIN 
PHN? 33T MT. DIN 22 
so°ouw? won ON 

“WIS App 234.21 
sratiae? mort nin odipn 
PAN .kan pdyn ps 
DIDAY TD NTTDS ADSY 
2 opted 

Me? ik mn Nin 422 
DwpDInswns ons nye 


OOM Mn Dips DL 
phiyn 

DST "ty Sy) 

Boy psy 


pp 


YIN OVNI 5 TT IND TYRIP yt st IN 
So SS TyeMDySNS or ypoyn osan 
sr DONT Sow Oysps ys pT AN TIN 


AVINSIND 9 


POINT °° "397.19 
NP yas wy os 
NP mms ayt ays 
Da py oye 
pvp opp Sagi 
DDS "TD 


mnrnds ‘a4 .20 
wat NB MT yt 
WM WAYS + Dank 
TDN | POND 
“P OYIN | TyeIyE 
“3 PY IN AWpps 
BND NATUR Tyad 
OPH “3 


SPYwe sane) 22] 
PN wopyy ST sont 
SMAVD Ny pyarosys 
Paella og 
TT ID PTD ope 
“AR yyspp oodxy 
PR PIMPS yoyo 
- POND 


DIVID: MPs 22 
SR OTWDYS = TINT 
Dx Apwn apy 


“YI OAM Ew pons 


AYN yyaps — pyona 


aba be 


Yay ANN MPN MpwY esNX ayoys ps 
YT AS yay? ysixa ONT on dyn 


Nyaw” “say sZ3 
YON ND WM Wy 
“NX D3 Pr swat 
73n 3 yyoyswys 
YI PTR PX ay nys 
O's DIN WOW TR 
papr) yO yr yp 
SY NR DN OND 
nya BN 3 ON 
DN ,WR Ow Wy 
yr oss ome oy 
TR YR WW Ays 
urs 

“ys bxipy = .24 
eNt woySS AyAWYIIN 
Now PUTIN, 2 yYy2 
J) ynpdxr «POND 
IN PNR ,JVHYID ws 
Sywy) way ay 
PAN yes Oxt w>ys 
Nit Jp?pNPSN 3 
py wy x2 on 
py DY PS yt 
yer pr psyoe pt 
DyIy WY TIN TPITIN 
DIN PH IY UPPHS 
7 INS yt 


SINT TIDK PP wr ays pede .25 
PR DN YS Bs pssy wayyy? px wy 
JVI WYP) PR ON WIV 13 Pyoosp2 Ap 


Mas “pp 


Bey 


muy mp . 82 EPyT 
mois manip ow ams 
sma oy wn->D~ NEN 
“IpONT]D TPO D1 23 
TSTMS Tyan OS DIS 
AMMA ON} TOD nwwe 
V3? OMI INDY nyys 
TI7a Nyy 19 ONwn ON 
nywa ininn Samwn os 
1272. 
SVWOIS JAPA ONY 024 
mawn-os FINS BID 
"IB D9 DNMON Wat 
Dy PVD pI wm 
8(m—r 3 own) IBS youn 
MAND pW .25 
sinn> 15) tpn Dis 
403 oy MIND PI? . TTT 


wan 


a youth, 


of Abuyah said: 
to what is it like? To 


ink written on 
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to come; and fairer is one hour of 
bhissfulness of spirit in the world to 
come than all the life of this world. 


23. R. Simon the 
son of Eleazar said: 
Pacify not thy fellow 
in the hour of his 
anger, and comfort 
him not in the hour 
when his dead is 
stretched before him, 
and question him 
not in the hour of 
his vow, and seek 
not to see him in 
the hour of his de- 


gradation. 


24. Samuel the 
younger said: Re. 
joice not when thine 
enemy falleth, and 
Jet not thy heart 
be glad when he 
stumbleth; lest the 
Lord see it, and it 
displease Him, and 
He turn away His 
wrath from him. 


25. Elisha the son 


If one learns when 


new paper. If 


5] 


one learns when an old man, to what 


is it hke? To 
erased paper. 

76. R. Jose the 
gon of Judah, of Ke- 
far ha-Babli, said: 
He who learns from 
the young, to what 
is he hke? 


who 


To one 
eats unripe 
grapes, and drinks 
wine from his vat. 
And he who learns 
from the old, to 
what 1s he hike» To 
one who eats ripe 
grapes, and drinks 
old wine 

27. R. Meir said. 
Look not at the 
flask, but at what it 
contains: there may 
be a new flask full 
of old wine, and an 
old flask that has 
not even new wine 


in ut 


28. R. Eleazar ha- 
Kappar said. Envy, 
eupidity, and ambi- 
tion take a man 


out of the world. 


“ye 


ink written on 


MON "pI 


pp 


DNT} APT “YIN SY YPND OY") ANN 
ay Ps oxy jovmyydsx pnyd 


WOMWY PS OR WI ISP Tydays 


sin nig? jpr jim). wan 
"13-50 MDD? < HT 
: pam 

Tu ND DW 9571 .26 
SUDIN 1920 ABD WIN 
Sim nib? oagpn ye Tid 
inp oaiy 928) not 
TO TOTS Mars ye ey 
nit Nin m9 opm 
mows may  92yx) 
sywe yy nw 

ON QIN TAD D4 227 
Mga NON yuips Spmon 
519 wo Pa we 1D wee 
pS wy PERY Ten YY 
313 

TBPT UPON DL .28 


MINA) MNP. BIN 
STS DN STS NIT) 
sOP1YN jp 


NV 


SYENDIYOPPOYI NIN 
sya tar *35 .26 

ND Ty Np yw 
smaN? "933 (4D 
TD Dspry? DN Ws 
PR ONY I yas 
py 3s > yyD">aya Ap 


yyy PY NT 
rN oI" 
wp oy} ppm 


stypbyp yt yD 
~y> DRI TT YAN 
SOON NB 3p 
-Y2 AY PS ON 
ONT DY IS ? 9" 
Ny oyeees way 
ppraw ne yoy 

oP TPWoN 


WONT TNO 3 27 
myT AX D2 pIp 
TR DNIANIN NDP 
DIN ON OS 
MIP AW"IN TN IRD 
mh 3D TR DRM 
-ND PIN MH TVON 
MP AWS IN IN 
Spea psp aN DN 
OTN PR PR 
NOS INN 


YT) TYT)D DIN PPWIYD YT ypayp qa Nad INN, TNIp sant wp aypds 237.28 


Ysa 


YIVINDYI T syyANt wy>D ry .29 

ST OPN TPIINDY Ty PM SpIIN pyI? 
“YS Myay? app prysieywys 
SWwayo 3 ry 
“32 TIN ow ys 


DIS 


MAX “py 


mn 


PD 52 


29. He was wont to say: They 
that are born are destined to die; 
and the dead to be brought to life 
again; and the living 


Nim = (29 
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know, to make 
known, and to be 
made conscious that 
He is God, He the 
Maker, He the 
Creator, He the Dis- 
cerner, He the Judge, 
He the Witness, He 
the Complainant; He 
it 1s that willin fu- 
ture judge, blessed 
be He, with whom 
there is no unright- 
eousness, nor for- 


getfulness, nor re- 
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spect of persons, nor 
taking of bribes; 


all is according to the reckoning, 


know also that 


and let not thy imagination make 
thee believe that the grave will be 
a place of refuge for thee; for not 
of thy will wast thou formed, and 


not of thy will wast thou born, 
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he 


Rabbi Hanamia the son of Akashia 
said’ The Holy One, blessed be He, was 


pleased tomake I sra- 
el meritorious ;where- 
fore he gave them 
a great Torah and 
many command. 
ments, as it is said 


“The Lord 
pleased for His nght- 


was 


eousness’ sake, to make the Torah great 
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Dayst 


wherein I[ 


shall have a portion 


in the world to come, as it is said: 


“And thy people 
are all righteous, 
they shall inherit 
the land for ever 
the branch of My 
planting, the work 
of My hands, 


glory.” 
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those generations were provoking him, 
until Abraham our father came, and 


received the reward of them all. 


4 With ten temp- 
Abraham 
our father was tried 
and he withstood 


them all, to make 


tations 


known how great 
love of 
Ab) aham our father, 


was the 


5. Ten miracles 
were wrought for 
our fathers in Egypt, 


and ten by the sea, 


6. Ten plagues did 
the Holy One, blessed 
be He, bring upon the 
Egyptians in Egypt, 
and ten by the sea. 

7. With ten tem- 
ptations did our 
fathers tempt the 
Holy One, blessed 
be He, in the wilder- 
ness, as it 1s said 
“And 
ternpted Me _ these 


they have 


ten times, and have 
not hearkened to My 


” 


voice 
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8. Ten miracles were wrought for our 


miscarried from the scent of the holy 


meat, the holy nieat 
never became putrid, 
no fly was seen in the 
slaughter-house, no 
unclean accident ever 
befell the high priest 
Day of 


Atonement; the rain 


onthe 


never quenched the 
fire of the wood-pile 
on the altar; the 
wind prevailed not 
against the column 
of smoke; a defect 
was not found in the 
‘Omer nor in the two 
nor in_ the 


though 


loaves 
shewbread ; 
the people stood 
closely pressed to- 
gether, they found 
ample space to 
prostrate themse) ves; 
never did serpent or 
scorplon injure any 


one in_ Jerusalem, 


nor did any man ever say to his fellow: 
“The place 1s too strait for me to lodge 


over night in Jerusalem ”’ 
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9 Ten things were ercated on the 
eve of Sabbath in the twilight the 
mouth of the carth, the mouth of the 


well; the mouth of the 
ass, the rainbow, 
the manna, the rod, 


the 
the 


shamir-worm; 
shape of the 
written charachters, 
the writing; and the 
tables, some say, the 
destroying __spirtts 
also, and the sepul- 
chre of Moses, and 
the ram of Abraham 
our father; and 
others say, tongs also 


made with tongs. 


10. Seven things 
are in aclod, and 
seven In a wise man. 
The wise man does 
not speak before 
him who is greater 
than he in wisdom, 
and does not in- 


terrupt the words 


of his companion; he 1s not hasty 
to answer, he questions according to the 
subject-matter, and answers according 
to the rule; he speaks upon the first 
thing first, and upon the last last, 
“yowwy Wo pe pws 


Ol neg 


regarding that. which he has not under- 
stood he says: “I do not understand 
it”; and he acknowledges the. truth. 
And the opposites of 
these are in a clod. 

11. Seven kinds 
of punishment come 


into the world for 


seven important 

transgressions _— If spay muse Sy ndyyd DNS 
some give their Rae ee 7 
tithes and others owe QNSpto aba) 


do not, a dearth 
from drought comes, 
and some _ suffer 
hunger while others 
are full. If they all 
determine to give no 
tithes, a dearth from 
tumult and drought 
comes. If they fur. 
ther resolve not to 
give the dough-cake, 
an exterminating 
dearth ensues. Pest- 
ilence comes _ into 
the world to fulfl byt 

those death penalties mentioned in 
the Torah, the execution of which 
the 


tribunal, 


function of 
the 
violation of the law regarding the 
The 


world for 


is not within 


a human and for 


fruits of the seventh year. 


sword comes into the 


Mas °plp 


NOmOIN prow Pwned 201 

JMONn Oy me. nye 
sooan oman 

nyayy 2 may .11 


Sy] OMW YS DPS ODS 
Da OnspR NIN| YY 
Now inta vay onypes 
Ow mane Oy an awy? 
“Ds 91109 NOW) ND SS 
“MEME OW AL) MPO 
mine oy ndyd xoist 
ODI NOY MAINA 
MDIIY MIA ANI PTAA? 
pray oy odiy> Na oan 


Peay) 


DONT I) EHIPOUTAE TY DONT IN TN 
Bs TP NN 3 7D) APPWIND PR, soy 


“3 PN VT AT Tk . NON Oyt I 
Dow 
ob halite tpl ae 


ANN TOP TeX wey 
“T AND voy WI 
emrpay youn ys 
wespo om IN 
ne wy yo 
mp ws ya 32 
ANIN DOI ~wyr 
-YOYII-NI 1D Ws 
SST 2) ON GAs 
poy Oey yy NI 
“RO YOR ONIN LUN 
wes PT I BN TYD 
WY PP Taya 3 
PP ANN X wip 
3 IN AD & 
S°yN  .DpMyp ys 
“3 BN JYDND Yon 
ATYISDRIN ODT 
pap jmom rp ye 
IND JID WIN N 
MOYD Rwy 
Sy yD A MIP 
DRY) TIN WY Hp PNW “AND 
TUTYD SPAIN NPIIPIPIAVIAYINN Wy It 
TVOYIY OVI ND WIM 1 yYOY IND PN 
Dy AT AMIN DIP TIN! ANS 
IWR PIII “TT TYO“PTAYIOIIN IND 
the 


suppression of justice, and for 


won 


NS MPMI] “T YHYTIIND OND 
TUN MT DIN JW ON OT pIE 
nya prea Ps opty omy wa 


MAX pI 


pp 62 


the perversion of justice, and on 
account of those who interpret the 
Torah not according to the rule 
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Noxious beasts 
come into the world 
for vain swearing, 
and for the profa- 
nation of the Name. 
Captivity comes into 
the world on account 
of idolatry, incest, 
bloodshed,and for not 
giving release to the 
sol, 


12. At four periods 
pestilence grows 
apace: In the fourth 
year, in the seventh, 
at the conclusion of 
the seventh year, 
and at the conclusion 
of the Feast of 
Tabernacles in each 
year. In the fourth 
year, for default of 
giving the tithe to 
the poor in the third 


year; in the seventh year, for default 
of giving the tithe to the poor in the 
sixth year; at the conclusion of the 
seventh year, for the violation of the 


law regarding the fruits of the seventh 
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year, and at the conclusion of the 
Feast of Tabernacles in each year, for 
robbing the poor of their grants. 


13. There are four 
characters among 
men: He that says: 
“What 1s mune 1s 
mine, and what is 
thine is thine,’’ his 
is the average char- 
acter (some say that 


this is the character 
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of Sodom); he that 
says’ “What ts mine 
is thine, and what 
is thine 1s mine,” 
is a boor, he that 


is thine, and what 
is thine 1s thine,” 
is pious; he that 
says. What 1s thine 
is mine, and what 
is mine 1s mine,” 1s 
wicked. 

14. There are four 
kinds of dispositions: my31? 
He whom it 13s easy to provoke and 
easy to pacify, his loss is cancelled 
by his gain; he whom it is hard to 
provoke and hard to pacify, his gain 
is cancelled by his loss; he whom it 1s 


hard to provoke and easy to pacify is 
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pious, he whom it is easy to provoke 
and hard to pacify is wicked. 

15. There are four characters in schol- 
ers: Hewhois quickto 
understand and quick 
to forget, his gain 
is cancelled by his 
loss; he that 1s slow 
to understand and 
slow to forget, his 
loss 1s cancelled by 
his gain, he that is 
quick to understand 
and slow to forget, 
his 18 a good portion; 
he that is slow to 
understand and 
v4 pon St} quick to forget, his 
ts an evil portion. 

16. There are four 
dispositions in alms- 
givers) He who 
desires to give, but 
thai others should 
not give, his eye is 
toward what 

appertains to others, 
he who others should 


give, but will not 


desires that 
give himself, 
against what 1s 


his eye 1s evil 


his own, he who gives and wishes 
riba SAND 
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others to give is pious, he who will 


not give, and does not wish others 


to give is wicked. 
17. There are four 
characters among 
those who attend the 
house of study He 
who goes but does 
not practise obtains 
the reward for going; 
he who practiscs but 
does not go obtains 
the reward for 


he who 


goes and practises 1s 


practising; 


pious, he who neit- 


her goes nor practises 


is wicked. 
18. There are four 
qualities among 


those that sit before 
the wise. A sponge, 
afunnel, a strainer, 
anda sieve A sponge, 
which 


everything, a funnel, 


sucks up 


which lets in al one 
end and out at the 


other; a strainer, 


which lets the wine pass out and 


retains the dregs, 


lets out the pollard and retains the 


fre flour, 


a steve, 
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19. All love which depends upon some 
material cause, when that cause ceases, 
the love, too, ceases; but that which does 


not depend upon 
such a cause will 
not cease for ever. 
Which love was that 
which depended upon 
a material cause? 
The love of Amnon 
and Tamar. And 
that which depended 
upon no such cause? 
The love of David 
and Jonathan 

20. Every contro- 
versy that is in the 
Name of Heaven 
shall in the end be 
established, but every 
controversy that 1s 
not in the Name of 
Heaven will not in 
the end be estab- 
lished. Which contro- 
that 


which was in the 


versy was 


Name of Heaven? 
The controversy of 


Hillel and Shamma. 


And that which was not in the Name 


of Heaven? the controversy of Korah 


makes 


21. Whosoever 


the many righteous, 
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through him no sin shall be brought 
about, but whosoever makes the many 
to sin shall not have the means 


Moses 
was righteous and 
made the 
nghteous; the right- 


to repent 


many 


eousness of the many 
was laid upon him, 
“He 
executed the right- 


as 1s 1s said. 


eousness of the Lord 
and His ordinances 
with Israel.” Jero- 
boam the son of 
Nebat sinned and 
caused the many to 
sin, the sin of the 
many was laid upon 
him,as itis said, “For 
the sins of Jeroboam 
which he sinned and 
wherewith he made 
, 


Israel to sin.’ 


22. Whosoever has 
these three attributes 
is of the disciples of 
Abraham our father, 
but whosoever has 


three other attributes is of the disciples 
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of Balaam the wicked. A good eye, a 
humble mind, and a lowly spirit are 


the signs of the disciples of Abraham 
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our father; an evil 
eye, ahaughty mind, 
and a proud spirit 
are the signs of the 
disciples of Balaam 
the wicked. What is 
the difference be- 
tween the disciples 
of Abraham our 
father and those of 
Balaam the wicked? 
The disciples of Ab- 
father 
world 


raham_ our 
enjoy this 
and inherit the 
world to come, as it 
issaid: “That ] may 
cause those that love 
me to inherit sub- 
stance, and that | 
may fill all theirtreas- 
ures, the disciples 
of Balaam the wicked 
inherit Gehenna and 
into the 
nethermost pit, as 


descend 


it is said: “But Thou, O God, wilt 
bring them down into the nether- 
most pit; men of blood and deceit 
shall not live out half their days, 
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but as for me, I will trust in Thee.’ 
23. Judah the son of Tema said: Be 
bold as a leopard, light as an eagle, 


fleet as a hart, and 
strong as a lion, to 
do the will of thy 
Father who 
heaven. He was wont 
to say’ The bold- 
faced are for Gehen- 


i$ In 


na, the shame faced 
for the Garden of 
Eden. May 11 be 
Thy will, O Lord 
our God and God of 
our fathers, that the 
temple be speedily 
rebuilt in our days, 
and grant our portion 
in Thy Law. 

24. He was wont 
to say: At five years 
the age is reached 
for the 
Scripture, at ten for 
the study of the 
Mishnah, at thirteen 
for the fulfilment of 


study of 


the commandments, 
at fifteen for the 
study of the Talmud, 


at eighteen for mar- 


riage, at twenty for seeking a liveli- 
hood, at thirty for strength, at forty 
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for discernment, at fifty for counsel, 
at sixty aman attains old age, at 
seventy the hoary’ head, at eighty speci- 


al strength, at ninety 
decrepitude, at a 
hundred he 1s as if 
he were already dead 
and had passed away 
and vanished from 
the world. 


25. Ben Bag Bag 
Turn the 


and turn it 


said: 

Torah, 
over again, for every- 
thing is hercin, and 
contemplate in it,and 
wax gray and old 
over it, and swerve 
not from it, for 
thou canst have no 
greater 

than this. 


excellency 


26. Ben He He 


said. According to the toil 1s the reward. 


Rabbi Hanania the son of Akashia 
said The Holy One, blessed be He, was 


pleased tomake Isra- 
el meritorious, where- 
fore he gave them 
a great Torah and 
many command- 
ments, as lt 1s said? 


“The 
pleased for His right- 


Lord was 


eousness’ sake, to make the Torah great 


and glorious.” 
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The sages taught in the style of 
the Mishnah. Blessed be He that made 
choice of them and their Mishnah: 


1. R. Meir said: 
Whosoever labors in 
the Torah for its 
ywn sake merits 
many things, and 
not only so, but he 
is worth the whole 
world; he is called 
friend, beloved, he 
loves God loves man- 
kind, he pleases God, 
pleases mankind, 
it clothes him with 
meekness and_ rev-~ 
it fits him 
to become just, pious, 
upright, and faithful, 


erence, 


it keeps him far 
from sin, and brings 
him toward the side 
of merit. Through 
him the world enjoys 
counsel and sound 
wisdom, understand- 


ing and power, as it 


is said ‘‘Counsel ts 
mine, and sound 
wisdom, I] am un« 


derstanding, power is mine” And it 


seats 
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gives him sovereignty and dominion 
and discerning judginent, to jim the 


secrets of the Torah are revealed, he is 
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made lke a never- 
failing fountain, and 
like 


flows on with ever- 


a river that 


sustained vigor. He 
becomes modest,long- 
suffering, and for- 
giving of insults, 
And it magnifies him 
and exalts him above 


all things 


2. R. Joshua the 
son of Levi said: 
Every day a heav- 
enly voice goes forth 
from mount Horeb, 
these 
words: “Woe to the 


proclaiming 


creatures for con- 
tempt of the Torah,” 
for whosoever does 
not occupy himself 
with the Torah is 
called ‘‘Rebuked,’’ 


as it is said: “As a ring of gold in 
a swine’ snout, so 1s a fair woman 
that turneth aside from discretion;”’ 


and it says: “And the tables were 
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pw 


the work of God, and the writing was = DYB™WYA TTR WDRI NE Puy ONT 


the writing of God, graven upon the 


tables.” Read not harut (graven), but 


herut (freedom), for 
no man is free but 
he who 1s occupied 
with the study of 
the Torah;but whoso- 
ever 1s occupied with 
the study of the 
Torah, behold, he 
shall be exalted, as 
it as said; “From 
the Gift to God’s 
Inheritance,and from 


God’s Inheritance to 


the High Places.” 


3. He who learns 
from his fellow a 
single chapter, a 
single rule, a single 
verse, a single ex- 
pression, or even a 
single letter, ought 
to show him _ honor, 
for so we find with 
David king of Isra- 
el, who learnt only 
from 
Ahithophel, and yet 


two things 


called him his master, his teacher, 
and Ins familar frend, as 
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said: ‘But it was thou, a man mine 


equal, my teacher, and my fam- 
Now, 


16 if not an 
argumentfrom minor 
to mayor? If David 
king of Israel, who 
learned only two 
things from Ahith- 
ophel, called him his 
master, teacher, and 
familiar friend, how 
much more ought 
one who learns from 
his fellow a chapter, 
rule, verse, expres- 
sion, or even a single 
letter, to show him 
honor? And honor 1s 
nothing but Torah, 
as it is said: “The 
shall inherit 
“and the 


perfect shall inherit 


wise 


honor,” 


good.” And good 1s 
nothing but Torah, 
as it ts said: “For 
I give you good 
doctrine, forsake ye 


not my Torah.” 
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4. This is the path of the Torah: A 
morsel of bread with salt shalt thou 
and water by measure shalt 


eat, 
thou drink, and 
shalt sleep upon 


the ground, and live 
a life of trouble, and 
in the Torah shalt 
thou toil If thou 
doest this, “Happy 
shalt thou be, and 
it shall be well with 
thee,” 
thou be in this world; 
and it shall be well 
with thee in the 


happy shalt 


world to come. 


5. Seek not great. 
ness for thyself, and 
covet not honor; let 
thy 
thy learning, 


works exceed 

and 
crave not after the 
table of kings, for 
thy table is greater 
than theirs, and thy 
crown 1s greater than 
theirs, and faithful 
is the master of thy 
work to pay thee 


thy labor. 


6. The Torah is greater than the 
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than royalty, for 


royalty is acquired by thirty qualifi- 
cations, the priesthood by iwenty- 


while the 
Torah 1s acquired by 


And 
these are they: By 


four, 


forty-eight. 


study; by a listening 
ear, by ordered 
speech, by under- 
and dis- 


cernment of the 


standing 


heart; by awe; by 
reverence, by meek- 
nees; by cheerfulness; 
by attendance upon 
the wise; by attach- 
ing oneself to col- 
leagues, by discus- 
sion with disciples; 
by sedatencss, by 
the knowledge of 
Scripture and the 
Mishnah; by mod- 
eration in business, 
in intercourse with 
the world, in pleas- 
ure, in sleep, in 
conversation, in 


merriment; by long- 


suffering; by a good heart, by faith in 


the wise; by acceptance of chastisement, 
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by knowing one’s place, rejoicing in 
one’s portion, putting a fence to one’s 


words, claiming no merit for oneself; by 


being beloved, loving 
God, 
kind, loving right- 


loving man- 


eousness, loving up- 


nghtness, loving re- 


proof, by keeping 
oneself far from 
honor, not being 


haughty with one’s 
learning, nor de- 
lighting in giving 
decisions; by bearing 
the yoke with one’s 
fellow, inclining him 
to the scale of 
merit, and establish- 
ing him upon truth, 
and establishing him 
upon peace, by be- 
ing composed im 
one’s study, by ask- 
ing and answering, 
understanding and 
adding thereto, by 
learning with the 
view to teaching, and 
by learning with 
the view to practis- 


ing; by making one’s master wiser, 


considering what 


one has heard, 
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and reporting a thing in thename of him 
who saidit- So, thou hast learnt that 


a thing in the 
name of him who 
said it brings de- 
into the 
world, as it 1s said. 
“And Esther told 
the king in Mor- 


liverance 


decai’s name.” 

7, Great is the 
Torah which gives 
life to those that 
practise it in this 
in the 
world to come, as it 


world and 


is said: “For they 
life unto those 
that find them, and 
health to all their 
flesh’ and it 1s 
also said: ‘“‘It shall 
be health to thy 


navel, and marrow 


are 


to thy bones,” and 
it 1s also said: “Tt is 
a tree of life to them 
that lay hold upon 
it, and happy 1s 


every one that holdeth it fast,’’ and 


shall 
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SyIyD-TONT PR PSP PT AIND “7 yyI"1 head, and chams about thy neck;” 


a chaplet of grace unto thy 
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and it 1s also said: “It shall give to 
thy head a chaplet of grace; a crown 
of glory shall it bestow on thee;” 


and it is also said. 
“For by me thy days 
shall be multiplied, 
and the years of thy 
hfe shall be m- 
creased,” and it 1s 
“Length 


of days is in its 


also said: 


right hand; in its 
left hand are riches 
and honor,” and it 
“For 


length of days, and 


is also said: 


years of hfe, and 
peace, willthey add 
to thee.” 

8 R. Simon the 
son of Judah, in the 
name of R. Simon 
the son of Yohau, 
Beauty, 

wealth, 


honor, wisdom, old 


said: 


strength, 


age, and a_ hoary 
head, and children 
are comely to the 


righteous and come- 


ly to the world, as it is said: ‘The 
hoary head is a crown of glory, it is 


found in the way of righteousness;” 
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and it is also said. “The glory of 
young men is their strength; and 
the beauty of old men is the hoary 


head,” and it 1s also 
said: ‘‘The crown 
of the wise is their 
and it is 


“Child. 


ren’s children are the 


riches;”” 


also said; 


crown of old men, 
and the 


children are 


glory of 
their 
fathers; and it is 
also said: ‘Then the 
moon shall be con- 
founded, and the sun 
ashamed; for the 
Lord of hosts will 
reign in mount Zion, 
and in Jerusalem, 
and before His elders 
shall be glory.” R. 
Simon the son of 
Menasya said: 
These seven qualities 


which the 


enumerated as_ be- 


sages 


coming to the righteous were all realized 


in Rabbi Judah the Prince and in 


9, R. Jose the son of Kisma said: 
I was once walking by the way, when 


a man met me and saluted me, and 


85 wy 


Treturned the salutation. 
to me: ‘“‘Rabbi, from what place art 


thou?” I said to him: “I come from 


a great city of sages 
and scribes.” He said 


“Should it 
be thy pleasure to 


to me. 


dwell with us in our 
place, I will give 
thee a thousand thou- 
sand dinars of gold 
and precious stones 
and pearls.’ I said 
to him: ‘Wert thou 
to give me all the 
silver and gold and 
precious stones and 
pearls in the world, 
I would not dwell 
anywhere but in a 
place of the Torah, 
and thus it 1s written 
in the book of 
Psalms by the hands 
of David, king of 
israel. ‘The law of 
Thy mouth is better 
unto me than thou- 
sands of gold and 
silver.’ Moreover, in 
the hour of man’s 


decease not silver, 


nor gold, nor precious stones, nor 
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pearls accompany him, but only the 
Torah and good works, as it 1s said. 
‘When thou walkest, 1t shall lead thee; 


thou hest 


down, it shall watch 


when 


over thee; and when 
thou awakest, it 
shall talk with thee.’ 
When thou walkest, 
it shell lead thee— 
in this world; when 
thou hest down, it 
shall 
thee--in the grave: 
thou 
shall 
talk with thee—in 


the world to come. 


watch over 
and = when 


awakest, 1t 


And it 18 also said. 
‘Mine is the silver, 
and Mine 1s the gold, 
saith the Lord of 


hosts’.”” 


10, Five 
sions the Holy One, 
blessed be He, made 


especialy His own in 


posses- 


His world, and these 


are they: The Torah, 


heaven and earth, Abraham, Israel, and 


“yt PN 
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the sanctuary. Whence know we this of 
the Torah? because it is written: ““The 
Lord possessed me as the beginning 
of His way, the first 
of His works of old” 
Whence know we 
this of heaven ana ay 
earth? because 11 1s jiu 


written. ‘“Thus saith 
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the Lord: The heaven 
is My throne, and 
the earth is My 
footstool, where 1s 
the house that ye 
may build unto Me? 
and where 1s the 
place that may be 
My resting-place?”’ 
and it is also said: 
“How manifold are 
Thy works, O Lord! 
in wisdom hast thou 
made them all, the 
earth is full of Thy 
possessions” Whence 


know we this of 


Abraham? because it is written. “And 
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he blessed him, and said: ‘Blessed be 
Abram of God Most High, Possessor of 
heaven and earth’.” Whence know we 
this of Israel? because it 1s written- 
“Till Thy people pass over, O Lord, 
till the people pass over that Thou 
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hast possessed,” and it is also. said: 
“As for the holy that are in the 
earth, they are the excellent in 
whom is all my de- 
light.” Whenceknow 
this of the 
sanctuary? because 
it is written. “The 
place, O Lord, which 
Thou hast made for 
Thee to dwell in, 


sanctuary, O 
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29 “WON “17193? NON hand had __posses- 


sed,” 

1]. Whatsoever 
the Holy One, bless- 
ed be He, created 
in His world He 
created but for His 
glory, as it is said: “Everything that 
is called in by My name, it is for 
My glory that I have created it, I 
have formed it, yea, I have made it,” 


“The Lord shall 


» » 
reign for ever and ever.” 


and it is also said: 


Rabb: Hanania the son of Akashia 
said: The Holy One, blessed be He, was 


pleased to make I sra- 
el meritorious ;where- 
fore he gave them 
a great Torah and 
many command- 
ments, as it 1s said. 


“The Lord 
pleased for His right- 


was 


eousness’ sake, to make the Torah great 


and glorious.” 
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THE TEACHERS MENTIONED IN PIRKE ABOT 


Assa Saut -- &8yY NSN 
{2enle) 


Flourished during the second century of the common era, and be- 
longed to the third generation of Tannaim. The word “Abba” (father) 
is a title of honor, from which the English word “Abbot” 1s probably 
derived. He was famous for his keen intellect, and his opinion was re- 
garded as authoritative. He is described as being very tall, and was a 
grave-digger by occupation. 


ABTALION — }¥°U28 
(1051) 


Belonged to the fourth of the “Zugot’” (pair), and accordingly 
flourished during the first century before the common era, Few of his 
sayings have been preserved. The historian Josephus is supposed to have 
referred to him under the name of Pollion the Pharisee. He is said to 


have been a proselyte, or a descendant of a proselyte. 


AnasBia Ben MaHALALEL — dxbomg ja x ’apy 
(3. 1) 


One of the Tannaim of the first generation, he flourished during the 
first century of the common era. He was of a noble character, and some 
of his beautiful reflections are recorded. Few of his legal decisions have 
been preserved, 
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AkiBpaH Brn JosEpx -— pt 3 No‘py 
(3. 17, 18, 19, 20) 


One of the Tannaim of the second generation, he is probably the 
greatest exponent of Pharisaic Judaism. He had a remarkable career, 
having belonged to the class of Am ha-Arez until the fortieth year of 
his life. Legend wove of a halo of glory around him. He is said to 
have been a shepherd in the employ of a wealthy Jerusalem Jew. Hav- 
ing won the love of hs employer's daughter, he decided to devote him- 
self to the study of the Torah, and in a comparatively short time he 
acquired the reputation of being the greatest scholar of his time. His 
academy was at Bene Barak, a village east of Joppa, and he trained a 
vast number of students who flocked around him. His legal decisions 
and pithy sayings are scattered throughout the tannaatic hterature, and 
he 1s regarded as one of the greatest, if not the greatest, authority on 
matters of Halakah. He displayed wonderful acumen and insight. He 
was a member of the Synedrion at Jamnia, and seldom was a measure 
determined upon without him. He took an active part in the revolt of Bar 
Kokeba, whom he regarded as the Messianic king, and died as a martyr 
during the Hadrian persecutions. 


ANTIGONOS OF SocHO — 153D W'S DIN 
hi 3) 


One of the most distinguished disciples of Simon the Just, who was 
the last of Men of the Great Synagogue. Accordingly, Antigonos 
flourished durnig the second century before the common era. Very few 
of his sayings have been recorded. 


Ben Azzat——ty 33 
(4. 2, 3) 


His first name, Simon, 1s rarely mentioned. He belonged to the 
second generation of Tannaim, and flourished during the sccond century 
of the common era. He was absorbed in the theosophic speculations of 
his time, and his untimely death is ascribed to this cause. 
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Ben “Bac. BAGatSe250)3 
(3, 25) 


His first name was Johanan, and was a contemporary of Rabbi 
Judah ben Beterah. He accordingly flourished towards the end of the 
first and at the beginning of the second centuries of the common era, and 
belonged to the second generation of Tannarm Few of his sayings have 
been preserved 


Ben Hr He — 8A NTIS 
(5. 26) 


Nothing is known of this teacher, as his name is no where else 
mentioned. 


Bun Zoma —-- Ny J3 
(4. 1) 


Like his contemporary and friend Ben Azzai, he became absorbed 
in theosophic and mystic speculations. His first name, too, was Simon. 
He belonged to the second generation of Tannaim. He was famous as an 


“expounder” (Darshan). He 1s said to have become demented through 
his speculations. 


Dosa Brn Horxinas — 03355 33 ND 
(3. 14) 


Belonged to the older group of the second generation of Tannaim, and 
probably flourished towards the end of the first century of the common 
era. The Halakot recorded in his name deal with the entire field of 
religious life. He was also an authority on calendation. 


Dosrar Bar YANNAI — “S3° 43 NN 
(3. 10) 
Flourished towards the end of the second century of the common 
era, and belonged to the fourth generation of Tannaim. He was a pupil 
of Rabbi Meir, whose sayings, as well as those of Rabbi Jose and Rabbi 


Eleazar, he frequently quotes His own sayings are sometimes pithy and 
humorous. 
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KLFAZAR OF BARTOrA — XMM WN NYS 
(3. 8) 


A contemporary of Rabbi Akiba, he belonged to the second genera- 
tion of Tannaim. He was very charitable, and gave all his possessions 
to the poor He is identical with Eleazar ben Judah, whose legal decis- 
ions are recorded in the Mishnah 


k1bazarR Ha-Kappar — apn nyds 
(4. 28, 29) 


Flourished towards the end of the second century of the common era, 
and belonged to the fourth generation of Tannaim. The word Ha-Kappar 
probably means “the asphalt-dealer.’’ He laid especial stress upon the 


ethical side of life, and has some beautiful apothegms concerning peace. 


Ex.razar Ha-Mopai — "yon WYORX 
(3. 15) 


Lived during the Hadrian wars, and belonged to the second genera 
tion of Tannaim. His legal decisions have not been recorded, but he 
seems io have been a prominent authority on Haggadah. He was a 
member of the Synedrion at Jamnia, and was noted for his piety. When 
Bar Kokeba defended Bethar, Eleazar prayed in sackcloth and ashes that 
the city might be spared. Later Bar Kokeba suspected him of being in 
communication with the enemy, and struck him with his foot. Enfeebled 


by continuous fasting, Eleazar fell down dead. 


E:1eazar Hisma — NOON NYON 
(3. 23) 


Was a member of the Jamnia Synedrion, and belonged to the second 
generation of Tannaim. The exact pronunciation of the word Hisma 1s 
not definitely known, some manuscripts have Hasama. The Midrash 


has a legendary account of the origin of his second name. 
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Evrazar Ben Arak = JOY 73 WYIN 
CLONAL NPT) 2 ped 02) 


One of the most prominent pupils of Rabban Johanan ben Zaccat, 
he belonged to the older group of the second generation of Tannaim. 
He was praised for his acumen and originality. He wished to remove 
the seat of learning to Emmaus, which was a healthy and pleasant 
town Having separated himself from his companions, he was deprived 
of the opportunity of exchanging ideas with them, and his reputation 


as a scholar waned. 


E.razar Ben Azartan — Hy 72 WyoS 
C2; ae) 


Flourished during the second century of the common era, and be- 
longed to the second generation of Tannaim Being of noble descent 
and a member of the priestly family, he was elected for a short while 
president in the Synedrion at a very early age. He was also immensely 
wealthy and highly esteemed by the Roman authorities 


Eveazar Ben SHammua — YOY ID WYN 
(4. 15) 


Flourished in the middle of the second century of the common era, 
and belonged to the third generation of Tannaim, He was a member of 
the priestly family, and achieved fame as an authority on Halakah and 
Haggadah. A native of Alexandma, he went to Palestine to study under 
the guidance of Rabb: Akiba, 


Enirzrr Ben Jacop — Apy’ 33 tyt>e 
(4. 13) 


Flourished in the middle of the second century of the common era, 
and belonged to the third generation of Tannaim. He was one of the 
foremost disciples of Rabbi Akiba, and is not to be confused with another 
Tanna by that name who was an authority on matters appertaining to 


tne temple and belonged to the first generation of Tannaim. 
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Iairzrr Brn Hyroanus — pap yo 75K 
(2. 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15) 


Belonged to the older group of the second generation of Tannaim, 
and, according to one tradition, was regarded by his teacher, Rabbi Jo- 
hanan ben Zaccai, as the greasest scholar of his time. He was especially 
famous for his wonderful memory, and rendered decisions in accordance 
with the tradition handed down to him by his teachers He accordingly 
represented the conservative element in the Synedrion. Though a 
brother-in-law of Gamaliel JI, the president of the Synedrion, he was 
excommunicated when he refused to yield to the decision of the majority 
in connection with the discussion whether an oven of peculiar structurc 
was subject to defilement He is quoted more than three hundred times 


in tannaitic hterature. 


E1isna Brn ABuyaAH — M38 33 perder 
(4. 25) 

One of the most tragic figures among the Tannaim, he 1s regarded 
as an apostate and called ‘‘Aher” (the other), his name being rarely men- 
tioned Though well-versed in Jewish lore, he subsequently despised 
Jewish law and persecuted all who observed it. He was acquainted with 
Gnostic writings and was fond of reciting Greek songs. According to 
rabbinic tradition, his theosophic and mystic speculations w ere responsible 
for his aberration. Even after Elisha had forsaken traditional Judaism, 
Rabbi Meir, one of his disciples, retained his affection for his 
master. He flourished at the beginning of the second century of the 


common era, 


Gama.ier I — dx*on3 
(1. 16) 


A contemporary of the Roman emperor Caligula, he belonged to 
the first generation of Tannaim. He 1s known as Gamaliel the Elder, 
and was grandson of Hillel. As president of the Synedrion he introduced 
many important laws, which were chiefly aimed at promoting the wel= 
fare of the community. It is partly due to his great personality that the 
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Synedrion became an important institution, which almost assumed a 


monarchical character. He was the teacher of the apostle Paul. 


GamauieL JIT Brn Jupan © - 7 Y2 2NY2DI 
(2. 2, 3, 4,) 


Belonged to the fifth, that is, the last generation of Tannaim, and 
was patriarch, in succession to his father, about 210—225 of the common 
era. Few of his utterances have been recorded, but he seems to have 
been a man of great learning and erudition. He faithfully carried out 


his father’s instructions. 


Hararta Ben Dosa — 8d 7D NNBN 
(27) 


One of the pupils of Rabbi Meir, he belonged to the fourth genera- 
tion of Tannaim. Very few of his sayings have been recorded. He is 
also known as Abba Halafta of the village of Hanania. 


Hanania Bin AnasniA— NWPY JA NIN 
(end of every chapter) 


Flourished during the second century of the common era, and be- 
longed to the third generation of Tannaim. Only one of his sayings has 
been preserved, the one placed at the end of every chapter of this tract. 
ate. This utterance was recorded in Makkot 3. 16. 


HananiA Ben TrraApion — YN JS IN 
(32-3) 


Flourished at the beginning of the second century of the common 
era, and belonged to the second generation of Tannaim. He was a 
member of the Jamnia Synedrion, and was the father-in-law of Rabbi 
Meir. For his refusal to obey the Hadnan decrees, he was burned at the 
stake, wrapped up in a Scroll of the Law. While suffering the agonies of 
death, he remarked, in answer to a question by his pupils: “The 
parchment 1s burning, and the letters fly ”’ 
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Hanina THE Vicr-Hicu Priest — OYADA ND PIN 
(3. 2) 


Flourished during the first century of the common era, towards 
the last years of the second temple, and belonged to the first generation 
of Tannaim. Of especial importance are his utterances in connection 
with the structure of the temple. He was of a peaceful disposition. 


Hanina Ben Dosa — NDI ID NIN 
(S511 2913) 


Flourished during the first century of the common era, being a 
contemporary of Rabban Johanan ben Zaccai, and belonged to the first 
generation of Tannaim. He led a saintly life, and was credited with 


the performance of miracles. He was also known for his frugality. 


Hanina Ben Hakinar — *839N [2 RIN 
(33-5) 


Flourished durmg the second century, being a disciple of Rabbi 
Akiba, and belonged to the third generation of Tannaim. Some beauti- 


ful moral and ethical sayings have been recorded in his name. 


Hiie,r — ¥9n 
a 4 es IN aA oa pr = a? la’ ey Sas ae 


One of the most brilliant personalities in Jewish hterature, he may 
be regarded as the founder of talmudic Judaism He 18 called Hillel 
the Elder or Babylonian. He was a pupil of Shemaiah and Abtalion, 
and was born about 75 before the common era He was renowned for 
his patience and sweet disposition. On his mother’s side he traced back 
his descent to the house of David. He was appointed president of the 
Synedrion on a memorable occasion, and introduced important 
reforms. His populatity as a great scholar grew very rapidly, but he 
remained meek and humble despite his exalted position In the dis- 
charge of his duties he displayed remarkable insight into wordly affairs 
He also introduced important norms of interpreting the Holy Scriptures, 
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and in practically all controversies his decisions are authoritative. In 
many respects he seems to have been the model whom Jesus imitated, 
and some scholars are of opimion that he was the teacher of the founder 


of Christianity. 


lsHmMarr -- Sxypy 
(3. 15) 


Flourished in the middle of the sccond century of the common era, 
and belonged to the younger group of the second generation of Tannaim 
He is sometimes called Rabbi Ishmael ben Ehsha, and was a member of 
the priestly family While a boy he was taken prisoner to Rome, and 
was ransomed by Rabbi Joshua ben Hanamah. He opposed the method 
of Rabbi Akiba, and following, in the main, the system of Hillel, he 
introduced thirteen norms of interpreting the Buble for halakic purposes 
He thereby became the founder of a new school of interpretation, and 
his principles are embodied in the Mekilta to Exodus and in the Sifre 
to Numbers and partly in the Sifre to Deuteronomy Although he 
counselled othe:s to be lax in their religious observance in order to 
avoid martyrdom, he himself cheerfully died as a martyr during the 
Hadnan persecutions. 


IsHMAEL Bin JoHanan - [GY 43 ONpOe 
(4, 6) 


Flourished during the second century of the common era, and be- 
longed to the third generation of Tannaim. A number of important 


decisions are recorded in his name. He stood in close relationship with 
Rabban Simon ben Gamaliel II 


IsumMar1 Ben Jose -- ‘Dy 72 DNynw 
(4 9, 10) 
Flourshed towards the end of the second century of the common 
era, and belonged to the fourth generation of Tannairm. He was one of 


the five sons of Rabbi Jose ben Halafta A number of his ethical say- 
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ings and legal decisions have been preserved throughout the tannaitic 
literature. Some of his apothegms are humorous. 


Jacos — apy 
(3. 9; 4521, 22) 


Flourished toward the end of the second century of the common era, 
being the grandson of the apostate Elisha ben Abuyah, and belonged to 
the fourth generation of Tannaim. He is probably identical with Rabbi 
Jacob ben Harshai, and was the teacher of Rabbi Judah the Prince, the 
redactor of the Mishnah. 


JOHANAN THE SANDAL-MakrrR — “5200 ynY 
(4. 14) 


One of the disciples of Rabbi Akiba, he belonged to the third gen 
eration of Tannaim. He was an Alexandrian, and a number of legal 
decisions and beautiful apothegms have been recorded in his name. He 


seems to have died at an early age. 


Jouanan Ben BeroxaH — APM 33 NY 
(4. 5) 


One of Rabbi Joshua ben Hananiah’s distinguished pupils, he be- 
longed to the younger group of the second generation of Tanna:m, and 
flourished during the second century of the common era. His legal 


decisions are scattered in the tannaitic literature. 


Jouanan Ben Zaccal -~— ‘831 32 YANN 
(2. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14) 


One of the most influential teachers of talmudic Judaism, he flou- 
rished during the first. century of the common era, and belonged to the 
first generation of Tannaim. He was a disciple of Hillel, and like his 
master was of a gentle and peaceful disposition. During the war with 
the Romans he urged the nation to surrender, feeling convinced that 
resistance was futile. But notwithstanding the high esteem he enjoyed 
as a great teacher and leader, his advice was disregarded by the Zealots. 
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Fearing the wrath of the extreme war party, he escaped from Jerusalem, 
through a clever ruse, and came to the camp of Titus, by whom he 
was received mn a friendly manner. After the destruction of the temple 
and the disruption of the Jewish state, Johanan devoted all his energy 
to the preservation of the hfe of the nation. With the permission of the 
Romans he established a school at Jamnia, where he lectured to his 
pupils. While he bitterly mourned for the destruction of the temple, he 
did not remain inactive through despair; he realized that Judaism could 
exist without the temple and altar, and thereby saved the nation, He 
also established a Synedrion at Jamnia, and he was naturally recognized 
as its head. During his administration he introduced important changes 


in communal life. His disciples carried on his teaching after him. 


JONATHAN ~— [N30 


(4. 11) 


Flourished in the second half of the second century of the common 
era, and belonged to the third generation of Tannaim. He is identical 
with Rabbi Jonathan ben Joseph. His name 1s of frequent occurrence 
in the Mekilta and Sifre, but is rarely mentioned in the Mishnah. 


POSE = br 


(4, 8) 


Born in Sepphoris, he became one of the most prominent teachers 
of his time, and belonged to the third generation of Tannaim, having 
flourished during the second century of the common era. Hs father’s 
name was Halafta, but he is usually quoted merely as Rabbi Jose. His 
mame occurs more than three hundred times in the Mishnah. Apart 
from his halakx studies, he was interested in Jewish history, and com- 
piled a chronological treatise from the creation of the world until the Bar 
Kokeba revolt, entitled “Seder ‘Olam’ (the Order of the World). He 
endeavored to fix the dates correctly for the biblical period, and to fill 
up the gaps in traditions, He was a tanner by trade. 


10] 


Jost Ha-Koven — ]797 “oY 
(2. 10, 11, 13, 14, 17) 


Flourished at the end of the first century of the common era, and 
belonged to the older group of the second generation of Tannaim. He 
was one of the distinguished pupils of Rabban Johanan ben Zaccai, and 
was famous for his saintliness. As his name indicates, he was of priestly 
descent. He was also interested in mystic speculations 


Jose Brn Joezer — VY 33 “DY 
(1. 4) 


Was one of the first “pair” (Zug), and accordingly flourished dur- 
ing the second century before the common era. Dunng the Maccabean 
struggless he opposed the Hellenistic party. He founded a school, and 
laid especial stress upon the theoretical study of the Law. He was of 
priestly descent. 


Jose Ben JoHANAN — JIMNY J3 ‘DY 
Gl. 4,5) 


Was the colleague of Jose ben Joezer, and also opposed the Hel- 
lenistic party during the Maccabean struggless. At his school he taught 
that the performance of the commandments was more important than 


mere study. There is a possibility that he was an Essene. 


Jose Bar Juba — ATT 7D YoY 
(4. 26) 


Flourished towards the end of the second century of the common 
era, and belonged to the fourth generation of Tannaim. His father, 
Rabbi Judah ben Il‘ai, was his teacher. His legal decisions are frequently 
quoted in the Mishnah. 


Jost Brew Kisma —- SBOP 13 ‘py 
(6. 9) 


Belonged to the younger group of the second generation of Tannaim, 
and flourished at the beginning of the second century Nothing is known 
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of him, except that he was passionately fond of study and of scholars. 
His father’s name may also be pronounced Kosma. 


Josnua Ben Hanantan —- MIM 93 yey 
(2, 10, 11, 13, 14, 16) 


One of the distinguished pupils of Rabban Johanan ben Zaccai, he 
was destined to play an important role in the history of Jewish tradition 
He belonged to the older group of the second generation of Tannaim, 
and flourished towards the end of the first and beginning of the second 
centuries of the common era. He was renowned for his immense learning, 
wisdom, and piety, and seems to have possessed remarkable knowledge 
of astronomy. He had a logical and lucid mind, which enabled him to 
deal tactfully under the most trying circumstances. He had ready wit, 
and was an adroit controversialist. © He had disputations with the 
Roman rulers, and, according to a famous tradition, defeated the sages 
of Athens in argument. A maker of needles, he found time to teach his 
pupils. The ugliness of his person was contrasted by a princess with the 


brilhance of his wit. He urged a conciliatory attitude towards the 


Romans, and during the Hadnan period was the leader of the people 
His calm nature eminently fitted him to be the intercessor between the 


Jews and the Roman rulers whose confidence he enjoyed. 


JosHua Ben Livi — > J3 yew 
(6. 2) 

One of thc most prominent Palestinian Amoraim, he floursshed 
during the first half of the third century of the common era. He was 
a pupil of Bar Kappara and Rabb: Phineas ben Jair, and was especially 
devoted to the study of Haggadah. His school was in Lydda, in southern 
Judea. Many legends are recorded about him in rabbinic hterature. 


He organized the communities in southern Judea, and visited Rome in 
the capacity of collector of revenues for the patriarch. 


Josuua Bren Peranian — MB IS pw 
(1. 6) 


Was one of the second “pair” (Zug), and flourished towards the 
103 


end of the second century before the common era. Although an avowed 
Pharisee, he was lenient towards the Sadducees. According to tradition, 
he fled at one time to Alexandna, in Egypt. 


Jupau Ben Taspal — °39 13 BN 
(1. 8) 


Was one of the third “pair” (Zug), and flounshed at the beginning 
of the first century before the common era. While residing at Alexandria, 
in Egypt, he was called to Palestine to become the president of the 
Great Council. Of him and his colleagues it was said that they restored 
the crown of the Law to its pristine glory. 


Jupay — 77 
(4. 16) 


This teacher 1s identical with Rabbi Judah ben IlI‘a1, a contemp- 
orary of Rabb: Simon ben Yohai. He accordingly flourished during the 
second century of the common era, and belonged to the third generat- 
ion of Tannaim. His name is of extremely frequent occurrence in the 
Mishnah, and he 1s styled ‘‘chief of the speakers.” He was a disciple of 
Rabbi Akiba and Judah ben Baba He was eloquent and diplomatic, 
and urged a conciliatory attitude towards the Romans. 


JupanH Ben Trma — 82° 2 WT 
(5. 23, 24) 

Belonged to the last generation of Tannaim, and flourished towards 
the end of the second century of the common era. Although his name 
occurs only once in the Mishnah, he was a great authority on tannaitic 
tradition. 


Leviras oF JaBNEH — 732° YN DYN? 
(4. 4) 

Flourished probably towards the end of the first century of the 
common era, and belonged to the older group of the second generation 
of Tannaim. He seems to have been meek and of humble spirit, other- 
wise nothing 1s known of him definitely. 
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MartratTHiAH BRN HeresH — WM [3 SYN 
(4, 20) 


The name of this scholar is sometimes shortened to Mathia, and 
his father’s name may be pronounced Harash. He flourished in Rome 
at the beginning of the second century of the common era, and belonged 
to the younger group of the second generation of Tannaim. Although 
he resided outside the Holy Land, he was in close contact with the 
great Palestiman scholars of his time. 


Meir —- S88 
(B10 4. 2aeaieGe iT) 


One of the most erudite and brillant teachers of the Mishnah, he 
flourished during the second century of the common era, and belonged 
to the third generation of Tannaim. Ile was a native of Asia Minor, 
and married Beruria, the learned daughter of Rabbi Hanamiah ben 
Teradion. At first he studied under Rabbi Ishmael, but subsequently 
became Rabbi Akiba’s favorite pupil. In order to acquire knowledge 
from all possible sources, he sought instruction from the apostate Elisha 
ben Abuyah, for whom he entertained affectionate regard, and endea- 
vored to bring him back to traditional Judaism. He maintained himself 
by copying the Scriptures, and was styled as “sage and scribe.” It 
was declared by some of the Rabbis that he was untque in his generation. 
His name occurs nearly eight hundred times in tannaitic works, and he 
is said to have composed numerous fables, especially on the fox. His 
lively imagination greatly enriched the Haggadah, and the charm of his 
lectures attracted a considerable number of students. Through his 
intercourse with non-Jewish men of learning he seems to have become 


acquainted with Stoic philosophy. He completed the collection of the 
various Mishnahs. 


MEN or tHE Grear SyNacocuE — Moy NDID woe 
(lady 2) 
The Great Synagogue was a religious council estabhshed in the days 


of Ezra, which lasted till about the end of the third century before the 
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common era. Numerous laws were ascribed to the Men of the Great 


Synagogue, but its constituent members are not known. 


Neuorar ~ "89173 
(4. 18) 


Belonged to the third generation of Tannaim, and flourshed dur- 
ing the second century of the common era. In all probability he resided 
at Sepphoris. There are conflicting traditions as to the identity of this 
teacher. According to one talmudic opinion, his proper name was Ne- 
hemiah, or Meir, while another authority declared that he was identical 


with Rabbi Eleazar ben Arak 


Neuwunia Ben Ha-Kanayn — Apr 33 85K3 
(3. 6) 


Flourished during the first century of the common era, and belonged 
to the first generation of Tannaim. Halakic and haggadic sayings are 
recorded in his name. He was a follower of Hillel’s system of interpret- 
ation. Asked by his pupils to what he attributed his longevity, he re- 
plied ; “I never gloried in the disgrace of my neighbor.’ A kabbalistic 
manuscript was ascribed to him 


NitraAt THE ARBELITE — ‘73587 “NI 
(1. 6, 7) 


Was one of the second “pair” (Zug), the colleague of Joshua ben 
Perahiah, and flourished towards the end of the second century before 


the common era. His name 13 of rare occurrence in the Mishnah, 


Rapsi — °34 
(2. 1; 6. 8) 


Redactor of the Mishnah, he flourished dumng the second century 
of the common era, and belonged to the fourth generation of Tannaim. 
His name was Judah ha-Nasi (the Prince or Patriarch) ben Simon ben 
Gamaliel. He is sometimes called Rabbenu or Rabbenu ha-Kadosh 
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(our holy, or rather saintly teacher), Distinguished by his wealth and 
his wonderful knowledge of Jewish traditional law, he succeeded in in« 
vesting the Patriarchate with autocratic power and in transferring to 
himself the authonty of the Synedrion. It was declared that not since 
the time of Moses had knowledge of the Law and possession of author- 
ity been united in one person as in Rabbi. Owing to his ill-health he 
chose Sepphoris as his residence. Being of a gentle dispositions, he 
acquired numerous friends both among Jews and Gentiles. There are 
several narratives concerning his friendship with “emperor’’ Antoninus. 
but it 1s difficult to establish historically which Antoninus 1s meant 
thereby, He trained numerous disciples, and his importance for the 
development of traditional Jaw cannot be overrated. His death was 
announced by Bar Kappara in the following touching words: ‘‘Angels 
and mortals contended for the holy ark; the angels have defeated the 
mortals, and the holy ark has been taken away.” 


SAMUEL THLE YOUNGER -— JUPR Naw 
(4. 24) 


Flourished towards the end of the first century of the common era, 
and belonged to the older group of the second generation of Tannaim. 


Very few of his sayings have been preserved. He was renowned for his 
piety and humility. 


SHAMMAI — “DY 
(1. 12 by9 2=9.., 520) 

A pupil of Shemaiah and Abtalion, he flourished during the first 
century before the common era. He was the founder of a school, and 
his legal opinions were in opposition to those of his colleague Hillel. He 
was reputed to be irascible, and had no patience with the ignorant 
In all probability he was a Palestinian by birth, and he devoted himself 
to the dissemination of the knowledge of the Law in Judea. In his legal 
decisions he was strict and severe, but was by no means of a gloomy or 
misanthropic disposition. While he was highly esteemed as leader and 
teacher of Pharisaic Judaism, most of his legal decisions were rejected 


in favor of those of Hillel’s. 
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SHEMAIAH — (PyDw 
(1. 10) 


One of the fourth “pair” (Zug), he flourished during the first century 
before the common era. He was a disciple of Simon ben Shetah and 
teacher of Hillel and Shammai, Josephus is supposed to have referred 


to him under the name of Samaias. Like his colleague Abtalion, he is 
said to have been a proselyte. 


SIMON THE Just — P8h yoy 
(lesz,"3) 


Flourished during the third century before the common era, and was 
high priest and the last member of the Great Synagogue Ben Sira 
wrote a panegyric on him, from which we learn that Simon had intro- 
duced many important improvements in Jerusalem, and saved the people 
from the enemy. He contributed to the perpetuation of the oral law, 
and was the chief teacher in the house of learning. Although as high 
priest he attached great importance to sacrificial rites, he was averse to 
excessive ceremonialism. According to some rabbinic accounts, Alexander 


the Great paid homage to Simon, and bestowed favors upon the Judeans 
out of reverence to the high priest. 


Suwon Ben Eveazar — VYoX 73 pyow 
(4. 23) 


Flourished during the second century of the common era, and be- 
longed to the fourth generation of Tannaim. He was a pupil of Rabbi 
Meir, and his method was to attempt to harmonize the conflicting 
opinions of the earlier teachers as far as possible. Many of his halakic 


and haggadic sayings have been preserved. In all likelihood his father 
was Rabbi Eleazar ben Shammua. 


Simon Ben Gamacient I — dx) 72 yo 
(1. 17) 
Flourished during the first century of the common era, and belonged 


to the first generation of Tannaim. Being of the house of Hillel, he 
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was president of the Synedrion, und discharged his duties with energy 
and discernment. During the war with the Romans he sided with the 
wat party, though he was not one of the extreme Zealots. Hardly any 
of his sayings have been preserved. 


Simon Ben Gamauien ID — 5x*o3 ya nyse 
(1. 18) 


Flourished during the second century of the common era, and be- 
longed to the third generation of Tannaim. He 1s also known as Rabban 
Simon ben Gamaliel of Jabmeh. He was president of the Synedrion, 
which he transferred from Jabneh to Usha. Numerous legal decisions 
have been recorded in his name, most of which are authoritative. He 
was the father of Rabbi Judah the Prince, the redactor of the Mishnah. 


Simon Brn JupaH — ANN ID yo 
(6. 8) 


Flourishd towards the end of the second century of the present era, 
and belonged to the fourth generation of Tannaim. He was known as 
Rabb: Simon of the village of Acco. Very few of his sayings have been 
preserved. 


Simon Ben MEnasya — SDI JS Py 
(6. 8) 


Flourished towards the end of the second century of the common 
era, and belonged to the fourth generation of Tannaim. He was at the 
head of an institution known as “Edah Kedosha” (Holy Congregation). 
Otherwise little is known of him. 


Simon Ben NarHanet — 5§3N) JD pyow 
(2. 10, 11, 13, 14, 18) 


One of the distinguished pupils of Rabban Johanan ben Zaccai, he 
belonged to the elder group of the second generation of Tannaim, and 
flourished towards the end of the first century of the common era. He 
marnied the daughter or granddaughter of Gamaliel the Elder, and was 


praised for his piety. 
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Simon Ben SuHeran — by 35 yew 
(1. 8, 9) 

One of the third “pair” (Zug), he flourished at the beginning of the 
first century before the common era. He was the leader of the Pharisees, 
and being the brother of Queen Salome, he greatly influenced King 
Alexander Jannacus. He was president of the Synedrion, and purged 
the Council of the Sadducean members A great part of his activity 
was devoted to the establishment of schools for the study of tradition, 
and it was said of him and his colleagues that they restored the crown 
of the Law to its pristine glory. He was very severe towards those who 
broke the laws of Pharisaic Judaism, and at his instigation eighty wo- 
men accused of sorcery were crucified at Ascalon. 


Simon Ben Youar — “NM J3 Nyo 
(3.4; 4.175 6.8) 


Flourished during the second century of the common era, and be- 
longed to the third generation of Tannaim. His name, without that of 
his father’s, 1s of extremely frequent occurrence in the Mishnah and other 
tannaitic works, and he was one of the most brilliant pupils of Rabbi 
Akiba. His school was in Galilee, where numerous students attended his 
lectures He was hostile to the Romans, whom he accused of selfishness. 
His severe denunciations reached the government, and he was condemned 
to death. Taking refuge in a cave, he lived for many years on carob. 
beans and spring water, in consequence of which his skin became full of 
boils. He was credited with the performance of miracles, and is claimed 
by Kabbalists as a mystic The kabbalistic work “Zohar” is attrib- 
uted to him, but it has been conclusively proved that that book 1s 
the product of the thirteenth century. Homage is paid to him by Kab- 
balist, who visit his grave on certain occasions. 


TARFON — }iP10 
20521) 
Flourished towards the end of the first and the beginning of the 


second centuries of the common era, and belonged to the second generation 
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of Tannaim. He was a member of the priestly family, and as a boy he 
witnessed the tcmple service. His father’s name 1s not known. He was 
severe in his condemnation of the Jewish-Christian sects, whom he de- 


clared to be more dangerous that the pagans 


YAnnar =~ 73s 


(4. 19) 


Nothing 1s known of this scholar, as his name does not occur 
elsewhere in tannaitic literature. He is usually identificd with the Pales- 
tinian Amora, but there 1s no ground for his identification. If he was the 
father of Rabbi Dostai bar Yanna, he must have flourished during the 
second century of the common era, and belonged to the third generation 
of Tannaim 


ZADOK ~~ PY 
(4. 7) 


Flourished during the first century of the common era, and belonged 
to the first generation of Tannaim. He was a follower of the school of 
Shamma, and it is probable that he 1s identical with Zadok, one of the 
leaders of the Zealots during the wars with the Romans. He fasted for 
forty years, praying that Jerusalem should not be destroyed, and thereby 
ruined his health. At the request of Rabban Johanan ben Zaccai, Rabbi 
Zadok was cured by Roman physicians, and survived the destruction 
of the temple. 
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